
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events  Events 

 
March 19th 2020 Club Auction 
April 2nd 2020  Show and Tell 
April 16th 2020 Lecture Series – Crosswind 

Takeoffs 
May 7th 2020 Show and Tell 
 

 
  

David Bell  

Joseph Czeto    

Jerry Koenig  

Patrick Boll  

Pete Finocchio Jr  

Philip Friedensohn  

Sherwin Smith  

  

-Tony Pollio 
 

Our club auction will 

take place during our 

March 19 the meeting. 

Look over your 
inventory and bring in 

items you no longer 

use that others may 

need. 

 

 

 

In the near future we will be proposing 

changes to the Meroke By-Laws which 

are available for your review on our 

website at Meroke.com under “Links”. 

Please review the By-Laws and submit 

any proposed changes to Warren 

Scudder. Meroke By-Laws 

 
The weather will be improving soon so we 

can begin flying and now is a good time 

to check all  your planes and helicopters 

to make sure they will be ready to fly 

reliably. Here is a brief list of items to 

check: 

 
1.  Transmitter and receiver batteries and 
switches. 
 
2.  Are all servos working properly. 
 
3.  Are all control surfaces working properly and 
hinges secure. 
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4.  All pushrod/cable connections to servos and 
control surfaces. 
 
5.  All servo mounting screws and servo arm 
screws. 
 
6.  All receiverwire connections and all extension 
wire connections. 
 
7.  Are wing hold down plates and blind nuts 
secure. 
 
8.  Are wing mounting dowels and bolts secure 
and sound. 
9.  Are horizontal and vertical stabilizers secure 
and undamaged 
 
10. Are landing gears secure and do the wheels 
rotate freely. 
 
11. Nose and tail wheel steering and does the 
plane track straight. 
 
12. Secure all screws and bolts, especially at 
engine and firewall. 
 
13. Balance and secure propellers and spinners 
and replace if damaged. 
 
14. Are all fuel lines clear, secure, and free of 
leaks. 
 
15. Does the fuel tank clunk move freely. 
 
16. Can you stop/kill a glow/gas engine and 
electric motor with a transmitter switch. 
 
17. Repair any cosmetic or structural damage. 
 
18. Check and double check the center of gravity 
location. 
 
19. Have you install ed personal identification and 
FAA UAS information. 

20. Range check your model before the first flight 
of the day. 
 

The flying tip for March: The ideal speed 

to fly a trainer plane when learning to fly 

is approximately 1/3rd throttle. This 
allows a novice time to think and apply 

needed control surface inputs. Trim the 

plane for straight and level flight at this 

speed. 

 

Tony Pollio 

 

 

March madness kicked off with aircraft 

from Jets to Jet Liners to Free Flyers! 

Tony  kicking it off here with his F/A-18C 

From Motion RC with twin 90mm EDF’s 

supplying the power. 

 

 
Ben brought out his new AL37 Airliner from 

Motion RC. Freewing's first twin-engine 

 



passenger jet with twin 70mm EDF’s and 

twin 80 amp ECU’s. With a length of 

2000mm (78.75") and a wingspan of 

1830mm (72"), it's the largest EDF 

produced by Freewing to date. This 

model uses EPO foam with integrated 

aluminum carbon to strengthen the 
airframe. 
 

 
 

One of our newest members Andrew  

shown here with his latest free flyer 

project, the twin engine Mustang XP-82. 

This multiyear project is starting to come 
together from countless hours on the 

airframe to the detailing on the pilots.  

 

 

 

 
 
Mark  showed a vintage 2002 CA models 

sport flyer. Where does he find these? A 

nice find but a bit of challenge with its 

foam and balsa construction and no plans 

or instructions included. 8 penny nails for 

gear axles and a 46 engine brought this 

project over the finish line. 

 

 
 

This is one of Warren ôs newest vintage 

Goldberg finds. This one is powered by a 

Thunder Tiger 46 pro, of course! 
 

 



-Ben Eason 
 

Last Month Ben 

gave an excellent 
lecture on Electric 

powers systems. 

He explained 

ECU’s , Batteries 

and how  higher 

C, 20c, 40c 

batteries have 

less internal  
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resistance, which means they generate 

less heat for 

a given load, 
which also 

means they 

can take a 

bigger load. 

 

Anyone 

interested in 

getting into 

the details of Electric’s should not have 

missed this lecture.  

 

Thanks Ben, I know people like electrics 
but, I’m not giving up my gas engines 

any time soon. I bet I can get a hear 

hear from a couple of people out 
here…….. J 

 

 
-Pete Finocchio – Editor 
 

As of 03/07/2020 at 2:15 pm EST there 

have been 384,223 Page views and 

53200 public comments on FAA / DOT  

Proposal Docket ID :  FAA-2019-1100. 

When I first started reading the 

comments submitted 2 months ago, 
there were just over 5000 comments. I 

read a few of these comments and was 

glad to see so many people still care 

about this great hobby enough to voice 

concern and at least view the FAA 

Remote ID proposal. 

 

READ AND SEARCH COMMENTS 
 

As you all know as AMA members, the 

AMA has sent out many emails regarding 

this matter so I made it a point to reply 
and ask the question. Why are you not 

protesting these rules and asking for an 

exemption for AMA members and AMA 

clubs such as Canada has done? He 

returned a very quick response, it reads 

 
Pete, 

 

AMA is opposing the proposed rule and did ask for 

an exemption. Our NPRM comments can be viewed 

on the AMA gov. Blog and AMA Facebook.  

 

Best regards,  

Tyler Dobbs 

Government Affairs Director  

Academy of Model Aeronautics  

 

 

The AMA comments on an exemption can 

be found in the section titled 

ñExemption of Traditional Aircraft ò.   

 

READ AMA COMMENTS 
 

https://www.regulations.gov/docketBrowser?rpp=50&so=DESC&sb=postedDate&po=0&dct=PS&D=FAA-2019-1100
http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/files/2020/02/The-Academy-of-Model-Aeronautics-Dockett-FAA-2019-1100Final.pdf


- Phil Friedensohn   
 
Both Phil and Ted brought up some issues. The 
lock on the gate of the field went missing. The 
new requirement is for anyone with access to 
the gate should open the gate and lock the lock 
and chains on the fence so they cannot be lost. 
 
Also some people came to the field with expired 
credentials. For insurance purposes you cannot 
fly if you have old identification. Please 
remember to check and update your park 
permit and AMA status before attempting to fly.  
 
 
 

Video Links 

MotionRC AL37 AIRLINER 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wj5-a5u1Pug       

T-45 90mm EDF Jet Flight Review 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nmq5Ect9y08 
  

EDF Jet Jam 2019 - On The Fly! 

 

Smoke  Signals  is  

published  monthly  by  the  

Merokes  Radio  Control  

Club  located  in  Long  
Island,  New  York.    

The views expressed in 

Smoke Signals are those of 

the writers. They do not necessarily 

represent the views of the club, its members, 

or officers.  

Smoke Signals welcomes all recommended 

Permission is granted to links and comments. 

reproduce anything printed in Smoke Signals 

as long as the source and author are 

credited. 

Send suggestions to newsletter@meroke.com 

 

Meroke website http://www.meroke.com 
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